
What Jesus Wants from His Followers  
John 17 (NIV 2011)  

Jesus Prays to Be Glorified  

17 After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed: 

“Father, the hour has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may 

glorify you. 2 For you granted him authority over all people that 

he might give eternal life to all those you have given him. 3 Now 

this is eternal life: that they know you, the only true God, and 

Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. 4 I have brought you glory on 

earth by finishing the work you gave me to do. 5 And now, 

Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you 

before the world began.  

Jesus Prays for His Disciples  

6 “I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the 

world. They were yours; you gave them to me and they have 

obeyed your word. 7 Now they know that everything you have 

given me comes from you. 8 For I gave them the words you gave 

me and they accepted them. They knew with certainty that I came 

from you, and they believed that you sent me. 9 I pray for them. I 

am not praying for the world, but for those you have given me, for 

they are yours. 10 All I have is yours, and all you have is mine. 

And glory has come to me through them. 11 I will remain in the 

world no longer, but they are still in the world, and I am 

coming to you. Holy Father, protect them by the power of 

your name, the name you gave me, so that they may be one as 

we are one. 12 While I was with them, I protected them and 

kept them safe by that name you gave me. None has been lost 

except the one doomed to destruction so that Scripture would 

be fulfilled. 13 “I am coming to you now, but I say these 

things while I am still in the world, so that they may have the 

full measure of my joy within them. 14 I have given them your 

word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the 

world any more than I am of the world. 15 My prayer is not 

that you take them out of the world but that you protect them 

from the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, even as I am 

not of it. 17 Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth.  

18 As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the 

world. 19 For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be 

truly sanctified.  

Jesus Prays for All Believers  

20 “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who 

will believe in me through their message, 21 that all of them may 

be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they 

also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 

22 I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be 

one as we are one— 23 I in them and you in me—so that they may 

be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that you 

sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.          

24  “Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where 

I am, and to see my glory, the glory you have given me because 

you loved me before the creation of the world. 25 “Righteous 

Father, though the world does not know you, I know you, and they 

know that you have sent me. 26 I have made you known to them, 

and will continue to make you known in order that the love you 

have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in them.” 

Relationship with Jesus and his Body 

Notice the relationship language in 

this prayer. We are called to live in a 

vibrant relationship with God in Christ and 

with our brothers and sisters in Christ. 

The essential purpose of the church is 

to bring God Glory and we do that by 

living in a relationship with God. 

 The Greek church fathers called this 

relationship perichoreses, the divine dance. 

(see especially vv 20-23). 

Responsibility to Live by Kingdom 

Values 

 Though we now live in a Relationship 

with God, it is obvious we still live in the 

world. Honoring God means bringing our 

lives under the authority of God’s Word, 

his kingdom principles, and ordering our 

lives accordingly, as a response to our 

being now a part of God’s family. 

 To “sanctify” means “to make holy.” 

Holiness is first of all a relational concept. 

“Be holy as I am holy” is a Trinitarian 

declaration. 

Reaching Out to Others in His Name 

 The mission of the church is to 

proclaim the Good News by word and deed 

against the backdrop of a Redeemed 

Worshiping Sanctified community. 

 Each of us is called to be a missionary 

for Jesus, an ambassador of his message. 

We love others as Jesus loved us so that 

they may know his love in their lives. 

The Three “R’s” of Discipleship 
Three key areas of spiritual formation needed to 

reach spiritual maturity as disciples of Jesus. 

Galen Hackman, March 2019 

Spiritual maturity is experienced at the 

intersection of and to the degree which 

these three areas shape our lives. 
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Each circle represents one of the three major components of balanced 
discipleship: The Three R’s of Discipleship. 
 
It is at the intersection of all three circles that we find maturity. 
 
The words in the spaces where only two circles intersect suggest what 
happens when we develop two of these areas of spiritual life, without 
the third. 
 
The words in boxes outside each circle suggest what happens to us, or 
the church, when we focus only on one element at the expense of the 
other two. 
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Religious Fanatic 


